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Child Labour Inrrod ue tion

Poverty is the meaning of human life, due to which the present of the Gmly is scarce
and the future becomes in darkness. The worst hit of darkness falls on children, which makes
their child- fiendly actions a gift of poverty. The time which should be read and wrrite should
be to improve your life, that time & lost in arranging bread and water for yourself and your
family. from moming Gl night, these children chean up false utensils in hotels, dhabas,
ckaning the glass of vehicles at intersections, repairing cycle motorcycles, sending
newspapers, carrying bricks on brick kilns and pick up garbage from the stroets. Seeing such
cond Kion of these children, our hean & sad fom inside.

But it is a daily matter for these children to do all this work. Study of this problem is
seen in all perspectives. irade uniors, government and NGOs, planning snd research
mstiutes have been trying to stop child labor for the last 25 years. In 1986, the Child Labor
Prohibition and Regulation Act 1986 wes passed to eliminate the problem.

Objective of the Study

The Objective of the study of this paper entitled A Social Evaluation of Child Labour
Prohibition & Regulation Act 1986 & that to provide the social impact of the same.

Child Labour Prohibition & Regulation Act 1986

The Employment of Children Act 1938 was cancelled but schedule k, and khof this
act were also adopted in this act The act is divided into four parts.

I-Definition is given in Par 1.

2-In the second part there 15 a provision for prohibiting the employment of children in harsh

and dangerous industries and processes, _ _ _ _

3-Part 3 conains provisions 10 regulaie the work drections of child workers in industnes

where employment of children below 14 years of age is permited

4-Part 4 provides for punitive provisions in case of violabon ofthe provisions of the Act
Although the Act enacted before this Act prohibited the employment of children below

the age of 15 to 15 years in certain occupations. But there was no system fo prohibit the

employment of children in any law made earlier. Which made it impossible to take action in

places where hair is being exploited?

Objectives and scope of ending child labour _

The use of child labor & not enly inhumane but unethical and illegal. The drve 1o
aholish child kbor globally began in the 19705 under the leadership of the Intematonal
Labor Organization In 1973, the Imemational Labor Organization's Minimum Age
Agreemenl was accepied by 138 member counines. However, the nummum mcome

ement remains the comerstone of national and international action for complete abolition
of child labor. It is another matter thist it is not yet universally recognized,

Elimination of child labor s one of the national pnorntes of every country, especially
develbping countries. Ending child lsbor is one of the goals of the International Labor
Organization. Tt is also a powerful way to promote economic and human develbpment.
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On 16 June 1999, the Intemational Labor Organization unanimously accepied the
agreement on the worst forms of child labor, going onc siep further lowards achieving this

goal : gl
The agreement calls for nations that accept i, thal they will identify the worst frms

of child labor and make stringent punishment provisions agains those who encourage &
All these efforts encouraged the development of new standards on worse forms of chill
lnbor. And which ensured that this form will become the priordy of national and intermatonal

ACTIVISIT.

New Standards highlighted in the Act
These are the most important standards prepared in the Act for child labours help and

s eradicaton

| -ldentifying priority mreas of achon.

2-Prohibiting the emploving of chikren who have mot completed 14 years of thewr age in
speciflied occupations and procedures.

Y-Determming the procedure for making changes 10 the scheadule of restricied businesses or
the process that takes place m its.

4-To regulate the working of children where there is no restriction on their working,
5-Call for intermational cooperation and action.
6-To bring uniformity in the definition of child in other related laws.

After much lengthy deliberation, the definition of worse forms of child labor mchuded
all directions of misdeeds, Such as the parchase and salke of child pirls and the making of
child grls banded by giving trade loans, caping children, compulsively recruiting children in
military conflicts, prostituting boys, dawing nude pictures of girls and selling them in the
market

Making and sclling blue films of boys snd girls, traffickimg of drugs from child girks
and doing any such act which adversely affects the health, safety and morality of child
girls. This is included initially in the standards and the countres mvelved in the agreement
canexpand this definition for themselves

Social Evaluation of the Act
This hope was aroused by the formation of the Child Labor Prohibiion and

Regulation Act 1986, That fate of child labor will improve, But it did not motivate the state
governments or the center to do any objective work m a imited way. We can call this apathy
unforiumsie, Whereas (his action plan was considered by the Mmistry of Labor as an
essentml part of the national policy of child labor. 10 projects were created under the schemes
made 1o implement this low. The schemes were for chikdren sged 10 to 14 who were engaged
m child bbor, The purpose of these schemes was 1o provide welfare investment in susceptible
areas This scheme was made for many types of industries like glass, carpets making,
matchbox and polish on diamonds but #f remained limged 1o the match mdustry.

Assuming that the project continugs in the match indusiry alone, It has been added w
the action plan It would be appropnate to say that the announcement of this policy has nol
achieved any mare than the mibmission of responsibility from the states and the Center. This
pilot scheme is benefing only 30,000 child laborers ou of two crore child lsborers. Due (o
the namowmg of this law, we cannot hope to do welfare for the child laborers working on less
wages in the unorganized secior. The scheme was made koeping in mind the arcas where
child lahor is prevalent. Because of this the new laws and other laws related to this may affect
child labor. IF we start implementing these laws now, the result could be seen well. But with
the Gilure of this project, it seems that the plan 1o take the anti-poverty program 1o the
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sections of the society fom where most of the child labour belong, will alse not be
success ful

To this extent, the enactment of the law may prove effective n not providing
protection to children who make bound 1o eam due 1o increasing mural poverty and life
struggles m urban areas. The hw was framed on this basis because the root causes of poverty
canmot be eradcsied ovenight. So its practical proceeds is to control the profession of child
labor. Accordingly, children below 12 years of age were albwed to be employed in select
areas of the organized block And along with ihis, provision of their education and
entertainment faciltics was also made. But a majpr shoricomng in this law was related to the
ﬂﬂ}:ﬂmﬂ machinery, due to which Casting the owners fearlessly violated the provisions of
the law,

Although the punishment for violation of the new law has been made more strict. Yet
the humble and non-complaining working class gererates selfishness to contimee this practice
and getting cheaper child labor. Mo one can prevent the owners from violating the legal
provisions till there is a skilled and rict inspection machinery, because they are Rully aware
that child aborers themselves will become complicit in hiding it gladly. Another drawback to
the law is that it has never defined what a job can be called a risky job. No committee has
been set up for talang such decisions.

The only way to emsure complinnce with the law is to make the punishment for its
violation more stringent It should inclede provision for surpnse testing and a scparale
monitoring cell should be st up. Regwding the imterests of workers, it should be made
mandatory for all the owners that they will take steps for the welfare of the mtellectual
devebpment and educational development of each child labor even if the child works al
home, whether he works in the factory, as a domestc servant or in the shop.

In this context, policics that influence decsion-making may not be specifically for
children but alleviste poverty and inequality.

Conclusion |
In Article 7 of this agreement, the member states were fokd that on a pronty basis,

they would make a time-bound program for the prevention of child labor of informatiomal
trends and implement tham. Elimnation of worse forms of chuld labor 15 to be executed along
the entire process Implementation of the agreemenl encompasses appropriale methods of
inspection. It will also include provisions and appropnations for penal sanctions or other
spprofriale sanclors. i _

The countries ratifying the agreement will also have to take other important measures
such as preventing entry or withdrawal of children, taking them out and giving them away in
a worse form of child labor. There are many sections for children in the society which are
unsafe, so special atention should be paid to the girl laborers and children working in
dangerous occupation. To achieve this objective, the Child Labour Prohibition & Regulation
Act 1986 has been passed.
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