


ISSN: 0976-1136 
CRJIFR, IMPACT FACTOR 
9.9901 

R.N.I. No. : UPBIL/2009/27081

Indexed 

ProQuest 

UGC INDEXED 
Peer Refereed International Multidisciplinary 
Quarterly Bilingual 

DELIBERATIME RESEARCH 
JOURNAL 

Editor-in-Chief 

Amit Jain Vol- 38 
ssue, 38, April-June, 2018 M.Com, Ph.D, MSW, LLB 



ISSN 0976-1136 

A Social Evaluation of Child Labour 

Prohibition & Regulation Act 1986 
Manish Prasad 

Research Scholar 

JNU, Jaipur 
Email- socialmanish@gmail.com 

Child Labour Introduction 
Poverty is the meaning of human life, due to which the present of the fàmily is scarce 

and the future becomes in darkness. The worst hit of darkness falls on children, which makes 
their child-friendly actions a gift of poverty. The time which shoukd be read and wite should 
be to improve your 1ife, that time is lost in arrang ing bread and water for yourself and your 
family. from morning till night, the se children clean up false utensils in hotels, dhabas, 
ceaning the glass of vehicles at intersections, repairing cycle motorcycles, sending 
newspapers, carrying bricks on brick kilns and pick up garbage from the streets. Seeing such 

cod tion of these children, our he art s sad fom inside. 
But it is a daily matter for these children to do all this work. Study of this problem is 

seen in all perspectives. Trade unions, government and NGOs, planning and research 
insttutes have been trying to stop child labor for the last 25 years. In 1986, the Child Labor 

Prohibition and Regulation Act 1986 was passed to eliminate the problem. 

Objective of the Study 
The Objective of the study of this paper entitled A Social Evaluation ofChild Labour 

Prohibition & Regulation Act 1986 is that to provide the social impact of the same. 
Child Labour Prohibition && Regulation Act 1986 

The Emplo yment of Children Act 1938 was cancelled but schedule k, and kh ofthis 

act were also adopted in this act. The act is divided into four parts. 

1-Definition is given in Part 1. 
2-In the second part there is a provision for prohibiting the employment of children in harsh 

and dangerous industries and processes. 
3-Part 3 contains provisions to regulate the work directions of child workers in industries 
where employment ofchildren below 14 years of age is permtted. 
4-Part 4 provides for punitive provisions in case of violation o fthe provisions of the Act 

Although the Act enacted before this Act prohibited the employment of children below 
the age of 15 to 15 years in certain occupations. But there was no system to prohibit the 

eployment of children in any law made earlier. Which made it impossib le to take action in 

places where hair is being exploited? 

Objectives and scope of ending child labour 
The use of child labor is not only inhumane but unethical and illegal. The drive to 

abolish child labor globally began in the 1970s under the leadership of the Intermatio nal 
Labor Organization. In 1973, the International Labor Organization's Minimum Age 
Agreement was accepted by 138 member countries. However, the minimum income 
agreement remains the cornerstone of nat ional and internatio nal action for complete abolition 

of child labor. It is another matter that it is not yet universally recognized. 
Elimination of child labor is one of the national priorities of every country, espe cially 

deveb ping countries. Ending child labor is one of the goals of the Intermational Labor 
Organizatibn It is also a powerful way to promote e conomic and human devebpment. 
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On 16 June 1999, the International Labor Organization unanimo usly accepted the 
agreement on the worst forms of child labor, going one step further towards achieving this 

goal 
The agreement calls for nations that accept it. that they will identify the worst forms 

of child labor and make stringent punishment provis ions aga inst those who encourage it. 
All these efforts encouraged the deve lopment of new standards on worse forms of child 
labor. And which cnsured that this form will become the prior ity of national and internatio nal 

activism. 
New Standards highlighted in the Act 

These are the most important standards prepared in the Act for child labours help and 
its eradication. 
1-Identifying priority ar eas of action. 

2-Prohibiting the employing of children who have not comp leted 14 years of their age in 
specified occupations and procedures. 

3-Determining the procedure for making changes to the schedule of restricted businesses or 
the process that takes place in its. 

4-To regulate the working ofchildren where there is no restriction on the ir working. 

5-Call for international cooperation and action. 

6-To bring uniformity in the defin ition of child in other related laws. 

After much lengthy delibe ration, the definition ofworse forms of child labor included 
all directions of misdeeds. Such as the purchase and sale of child girls and the mak ing of 
child grls bonded by giving trade loans, raping children, compulsi vely recruiting children in 

military conflicts, prostituting boys, drawing nude pictures of girls and selling them in the 

market. 
Making and selling blue films of boys and girls, trafficking of drugs from child girls 

and doing any such act which adversely affects the health, safety and morality of child 
girls. This is included initially in the standards and the countries involved in the agreement 
can expand this definition for themselves.

Social Evaluation of the Act 
This hope was aroused by the formation of the Child Labor Prohibition and 

Regulation Act 1986. That fate of child labor will improve. But it did ot motivate the state 
governments or the center to do any objective work in a limited way. We can call this apathy 
unfortuna te. Whereas this action plan was considered by the Ministry of Labor as an 
essential part of the national policy of child labor. 10 projects were created under the schemes 
made to implement this law. The schemes were for children aged 10 to 14 who were engaged 
in child abor. The purpose of these schemes was to provide welfare investment in susceptible 
are as. This scheme was made for many types of industries like glass, carpets making. 
matchbox and polish on diamonds but it rema ined limted to the match industry. 

Assuming that the project continues in the match industry alone, It has been added to 
the action plan. It would be appropriate to say that the announcement of this policy has not 

achieved any more than the subm ission of responsibil ity from the states and the Center. This 
pilot scheme is benefiting only 30,000 child laborers out of two crore child laborers. Due to 

the narrowing of this law, we cannot hope to do welfare for the child laborers working on less 

wages in the unorganized sector. The scheme was made keep ing in mind the areas where 
child labor is prevalent. Because ofthis the new laws and other laws related to this may affect 
child labor. If we start imp lementing these laws now, the result could be seen well. But with 

the failure of this project, it seems that the plan to take the anti-poverty program to the 

L(192] 



INTERNATIONAL MULTIDISCIPLINARY JOURNAL DELIBERATIVE RESEARCHVolume-38/lssue-38/April-June, 2018 

sections of the society from where most of the child labour belong, will also not be 
successful. 

To ths extent, the enactment of the law may prove effective in not providing 
protect io n to children who make bound to earn due to increas ing rural poverty and life 

struggles in urban areas. The aw was framed on this basis because the root causes of poverty 
cannot be erad cated overnight. So its practical proceeds is to control the profession of child 

labor. Accordingly, children below 12 years of age were al lo wed to be employed in select 
areas of the organized block. And along with this, provision of the ir education and 

entertainment facilities was also made. But a major shortcoming in this law was related to the 

enforcement machinery, due to which Casting the owners fearlessly violated the provisio ns of 

the law. 
Although the punishment for violation of the new law has been made more strict. Yet 

the humble and non-complaining working class generates selfishness to continue this practice 
and getting cheaper child labor. No one can prevent the owners from violati ng the legal 

provisions till there is a skilled and strict inspection machinery, because they are fully aware 
that child laborers themselves will become complicit in hiding it glad ly. Another drawback to 

the law is that it has never defined what a job can be called a risky job. No commitee has 

been set up for taking such decisio ns. 
The only way to ensure comp liarce with the law is to make the punishment for îts 

violation more stringent. It should include provision for surprise testing and a separate 

monitoring cell should be set up. Regarding the interests of workers, it should be made 
mandatory for all the owners that they will take steps for the welfare of the intell ectual 
devebpment and educational development of each child labor even if the child works at 
home, whether he works in the factory, as a domestic ser vant or in the shop. 

In this context, policies that infuence decision-making may not be specifically for 
children but alleviate poverty and inequality. 

Conclusion 
In Article 7 of this agreement, the member states were told that on a priority basis, 

they would make a time-bo und program for the prevention of child labor of informatioal 
trends and imp lement them. Elimination of worse forms of child labor is to be executed along 

the entire process. Implementation of the agreement encompasses appropriate methods of 

inspection. It will also include provisions and approriations for penal sanctions or other 

appropriate sanctions. 
The countries ratifying the agreement will also have to take other important measures 

such as prevent ing entry or withdrawal of children, taking them out and giving them away in 

a worse form of child labor. There are many sections for chldren in the society which are 

unsafe, so special attention shoud be paid to the girl laborers and children working in 
dangero us occupation. To achieve this o bjective, the Child Labour Pro hibition & Regulatioon 

Act 1986 has been passed. 
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